* REPORT OF THE ALTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY

It has been said that history shapes the present. If that is true then we need to explore
Alton’s history to fully understand how it came to be the unique community in which we
- all currently choose to live. The Alton Hlstoncal Society emsts to a1d i that process. The
Society’s two primary functions are: :

= To preserve 1oca1 history through the collection of artifacts and mformatlon
2) To encourage people to think about, and explore Alton srich hlstory :

In an effort to preserve local history we maintain the Alton Historical Soc1ety Museum
located in the lower level of the Gilman Library. The museum provides a glimpse into
Alton’s past . During 2004 the Museum was open Wednesday afternoons from 2:00 -
4:00 during the months of July and August. It was also open for visits from the Alton :
Central School 4% grade classes and the Gﬂmanton Historical Soc1ety
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To encourage people to think about Alton’s History, and I—hstory in general, we offer a
series of Programs from April through October. The programs in 2004 were:

s Identlfymg and Preserving Hlstonc and F amrly Photographs Presented by Photo
Hlstonan Thom Hindle -

* Alton Remembrances - A Walk down memory lane with long-time Alton re:ndents
Tallant Dodge, Donald 21 ordan and Stanley Sanbom

* Damel Webster: His Life and Times - by Dr. Kenneth Shewmaker frorn Dartmouth
: College (Thrs was a Jomt meetmg wrth the Fnends of the Gilman Library)

S When Women and Mountalns Meset - presented by author J ulie Boardman
Hlkmg the Sierras - Presented by Mary Batohelder :

. Access to Ideas - presented by Jeannie Ferber
The society also held an appraisal day, and went on a trip to the Wright Museum in -
Wolfeboro. 2004 was a busy year, and I would like to thank all of the members who
volunteered at the museum, or helped with our programs. I would also like to express
our appreciation to the Gilman Library for their continuing support of the Society.

We would like to expand our efforts in 2005 but need more active members to do so. -
Please consider joining us in our efforts to preserve and promote Alton’s History.

Respectfully submitted,

Philip Laurion, President
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